Ocular Melanoma (OM) or melanoma of the eye, is the most common primary eye cancer in adults, and the second most common type of melanoma after cutaneous melanoma, representing 3-5% of all melanomas. OM is also called uveal melanoma as it commonly develops in any of the 3 layers of the uvea-the choroid, the ciliary body or the iris.
Choroidal melanoma is the most common type of OM.
The cause of OM is unknown but it is not believed to be related to sun exposure and can develop in anyone, regardless of their race, age, gender, skin colour or location.
The treatments for OM may include laser therapy, radiation therapy (eg. plaque radiotherapy) and/or surgery (eg. complete removal of the eye or enucleation) depending on the size and position of the melanoma.
The melanoma spreads to other organs in half of those diagnosed with OM, often as a result of late diagnosis. If OM spreads it will most likely be to the liver. 
